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'" . ,ould l i ( !  to welcoine you to
The WONDERFUL WORLD of KEETON
KUTTERS -- 'Where i t  a l l  oegan! And, to
qive vou so:ne basic cut t ing techniq ue
ins' i ruct ions and pointers that  wi l l  s tar t
y 'cu on vour way to creet inE unlque f  i rst
qiral i ty na' i t ing,  ihai  noi  cnly you wi l l  be
oi 'ouo c{ --  c 'u l  vour, : i . rstomer-s iv i l i  be
r:rcuC io i ) i , ' ra I

WHY i l lATTING

C; al i  : l  r r ' :e ; ; f  f . : ra:r t  services ot iereC
iocey rv ; , . ic iure l ranrers,  ihe rnost
versa: i ie ana i : rof i tabie is that  of  rnat

cutt i r ' rq Al though the nrost  r r r i ror tant
rcascn ior  mat i i : rq is:c a!-eate a ' . ,acor
Darr jer  Cet ' " !een arI  arc j  g iass,  tne ccn-
ce' j ts thSt we are in ie:-ested in here

ate ihose cf  l r ra i  kut t ing;  tecnniques.

As ycu e;- 'oark on beinc creat ive, 'v i in
ycur ne\^/  Keeion Kui ter ,  remembei-  t l le
rc i i i twtng: Matt ing can be usedtoenhanc€
paper borne artworl( in a multitude of
WayS! Fr?:- :  : j ic<;ni ;  I . . r r  ' :c lcrs i ; . r  ana jo! '

3 i 'cunaj  t t  i l  , l la:r ing t :ar_icr" lD ^;ve l t

aclJeCj : ! i : t , - j r ianc: j ,  i le :h, ; i63 is vci : i 's

en: l  t i re ' rcssib i l ies a(: :  v i i : - i - j  a; i \ , '  i ln i i !ss '

.  .  DO'S AND DON'TS . .

Over the years we have' iound that tne
ic i io, ;v lng i terns have a iendencv ic be
inadverten i ly  o '"rer lookeo. Secause thev are
coints thar can anci  lv i l l  af feci  ihe f  in isned
qual i ty oi  ihe ,"natt ing vou create -  as, . . re i l
as rhe l i ic  expectanc'r '  ot  youl '  kut ier .  we
must stress their  i rnportance!

Do..  .CoverYourKutter
, . .vhen not in use. l t 's  a precis ion rnace

tool  and cl  ust  and gr ime can ruin i i  I  A
cover can be made from a torvel .  an old
sheet,  etc,  Better yei ,  ask your jobber

about the Keeton Dust Covers,  they are
speci f ical ly made for your Keeton K'ut ter !

Do..  .Alwaysuseunder- layment
when cutt ing.  l t  acts as a back-up for the
facing of  a mat and helps preveni  bad
co!-ners ano raggeo bevels,  ccrn n 'oniy

causeo br '  tne t ip and cutr ing edge ci  a
r iace ciul l ing wi th i rse.

Do . .  .  .  .Check al l  nuts and bolts
that  holc l  your kut ter  iogeiher.  Dur inc

the course of  shipoing, ihey rray hsve

becorne loosened. AdCit ional ly,  thrcugh
norrTral  i :sage thev ntay "sel f  loosen" an,J
sh.ouid iherefore be checrecj  et  leasl  once
a -vear.  l f  locsening oersists,  ro69r7g ih€
screrv,  p lace a drcp of  Lock-Ti te on i t  anc
replace i t .

Do . .  .  .  .  .  Regular lyclean and lubr icate
your kut ter .  One ol  the cnosi  devastai in ' ! l
th;ngs thai  can happen to a kut ter  ;s lc
use i t  dry.  ' ' ! i tn prooer and regular c lean-
in, . t  anci  lubr- icat ion,  vcut KUtter snculc
oive v l r r  many vears of  t rouble-f  ree usel*

-  See'  
'Essent ia l  Kutter Maintenance
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Do . .  Move underlayment after each cut.
l f  i t  isn ' t  moveci  ,  you lose the back-up i i
creates,  the t ip of  the blacle goes into the
previous cut made in the under layment.
The amount of  under layment rnovemeni
isn' t  cr i t ical  (aoout \ \ "  )  and the cuts can
be "cross hatcheci"  to a certain extent.
When i t  becomes ragged, change i t  I

Do . . . . Use Keeton No. 91 utility blades
in the straight-cui  b lade holder of  your '
kut ter ,  or  Stanley No. 1991

Do . .Check the edges of your mat boards
before placing them against  your mat
guide. Convexed and concaved or ragged
edges can cause any nurnber of  problems
v^rhen k ut t ing and m ust be removed f  rom
the outer edges f i rst .  A 22A gr i t  sand-
paper works great!

Do..  . . .  UseBlueBladesONLY
in the bevel  b iade holder.  No. 12's can be
used but we recommend against them.
They don' t  last  near ly as Iong, thqv are
weaker and have been knolvn to spl i t  andi
or shatter,  somet imes causing i r reversible
damaEe to both kLt ter and f  ingersl  Keeton
Kutters were designed to use Blue Blades
to give you the longest last ing cut t ing
edge possib le !

When ordering bevel cutting blades,
ask for Keeton Blue Blades.

Do . . .Use a 6-H pencil for your opening
layouts on the backs of  your mats.  The
lead is harder than the more com monly
used 2-H and g ives yo u a f  iner l ine to work
with.6-H doesn' t  normal lV smear as
easi ly as 2-A, therebv reducing the
possibi l i t ies of  lead transfer to the face of
a rvork of  ar t  v ia f  inqers.  etc!

Do . .Make sure your kutter bench is f lat .
Cne of  ' the most ccnrmon causes of
incornplete cuts and hooked coi 'ners rs
thar of  using a kut ter on a bench whose
top isn' t  oerfect lv f  lat .  lnJhen cutt ing,  i f
the top is concave, j ' the base of  the kutter
lvon' t  be proper iy sucported anci  th is can
cause i t  to bow downwari  s l ight ly.  Th is
condi t ion should be repaired before vcu
beg in using a new k ut ter .

Don't  .  .Al low anything to be la id on top
of a Kutter!  t t  tne chrome plat ing should
become chipped, the s l id ing block may
wear excessively and shorten the l i fe
expectancy of  your kut ter .

We real ize th is should go without
saying. Hovrever,  we've found over the
years that  everything frorn moulding to
glue gets olaced on top of  mat kut ters
"by accident" .  Don' t  let  th is "accident"
happen to your kutter. lt can be costly!

Don't . .Overadjust the adjustable
features of  your Kutter!  E x cessive
adjustments can be a rnajor cause of
kut ter control  problems. l f  excessive
k ut t ing head f  r ic t ion begins to Cevelo p
whi le cut t ing,  check the adjust ing points.
Your kut ter  should nor bind. l t 's  designed
to give you ease and flexibil i ty not found
in other kutters!

Don't  .  .  .  Leave penci ls,  etc.  ly ing on top
of your Kutter!  l f  lead should happen ro
get on the base of  i t .  you can be sure i i
,wi l l  end up on the face of  a mat some-
where not to ntentron lvhat coulc
pcssibly haopen to your k ut ter  i f  i t 's  bar
is pressec dorvn on a hard cbject l
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Don't . . Set bevel kutting blades
out too far l  3t . f i ; r 'e ycur-kui ie:  ie i t  o. . : r
faciory.  l i rg ' - ' :aC€,. 'vas sei  ccl-reci lv f i t r

stanoard n.at  c()ard c ' . ;  t i ing.  r , - .1 nder ac! ' r ' ] ]a l

condrt ionS, y, lu s l roui i j  noi  se. i  i i  oul  any
iarthe: as th is a3n .ause hooks in the

ccrners of  a r" : ra i  and i ' rossiblV Canrale your

k ' r t ier .  ACcr l t ionai iy,  the ieeper the blade
sei i ing the t rore blade fr ict ion c i -eateC.
T;r is can ef fect  k ' , ; i ter  head corr t ro l .  b lade
anJ under layrrcni  ! l fe.

Don't  .  .  .  Use oi l  anywhere around your
kutter.  l t  has a krrack for  getr ino on mat
boar0 1

Don't  Lean on kutter handle when
cutt ing!  The cutt ing bar, ,vas designed as
a " f ioat ing" bar tc n- laKe crt i in, ;  ot ' : ru l t i -
ievel  rnats easrer anc. i  exccssiv:  pressure

can cause i t  io rnove si ight lv,  t i r r is  in

e: fecr,  changirrg '" ,cur rai  !L i ie sei t i i r ! t .

i " , 'hen cutTir- i r i  in laV :--rais,  :n is s i i_cht
trov€r l tent  can rr :a(e : i .e cr f ;erence

bei ' , . reen ,Joccl  anC DaC frats secause

exact repet i t ion is required for in lay
cutt ing.

Addit ionai ly,  using excessive pressu! 'e

i , ' ray,  i r r  t i rne,  have a tendencr,  io reverse

ihe level ing bc, ,v forrred into ihe.ui t ing

bar.  i t  th is ho;cens, ihe cenier cf  ihe bar

can r 'a ise up ' . . rh i ie cut t ;ng,  ca,rs ing an

incomplete cui  in ygur nrat !

To insurrr  a, ja inst  i r io\ . /errreni  anc

i -e ' . ,ersirrg,  always use the exact same
pressure on the handle and apply i t  at  the
center of the mat being cut!

Pressure is correci  wherr  tne cutt inr j

[ :ar  is  oerfect l ; ,  f lat  cn i i ]e back oi :he
r lat  berng cui ,  !^ . /n i le cr-r t t inc.  l f  vou shouid
f ind that excessive i ) ressui '€ oeco;--res
necessary to crevent a n ' rat  f ro i r  n.oving.

Ci:r inrJ a c i j t ,  r ' i 's  a s ign rhat your blace
iney need chan. i inQ ancj  ior  your kutrer is

in r ieed of  c leaning.

Don't . . . . Pull up or outurard on
kutter knobs! The knocs are for  pushin,3
down and i ru i l inE back. Pul i ing up or oui

On thert l  can cause exCeSSiye f  r ic t icn,

bindirrg of  the s l id ing block anC in t i r .e
nray cause i t  to rvear i rnproper ly,  nrak n3

rhe kutter c i f i icul t  to control .

To preveni  these ocssibi l i t ies,  develc le

a Kl t te i -  heac 3r ' io "vhtch is cornfortacle
{gr vo-;  ant  aopl ies the ccr:eCt L)ressur ' :s
Replacing sl id ing blocks can become
costly. Use yours correctly!

DO NOT PULL UP WHILE PULLING
BACK ON STRAIGHT.CUT KNOB!

Don't  Ovenighten locking knobs!
This can cause {he facing of  their  scre\ ' /s

to rrar,  anC in t  me possibly ruin ihe

sl ic.1 inq sur- faces they lock on. Also,  ove.-

t ighten ing can cause both k nob screws an0

scre' l  hoje threacl  s to be strrppecj  -  Norrnal

f inger t ight  pressure is al l  ihar should be

r 'equrrei  to iock them. The knob sizes

ani i  stv les , , . , ,ere chosen ,wi th th is in m ina t

Don't  .  .  .  .  Bang mat boards against your
mat guide when cutt i t rg!  t , ' ' . r11 ; i ; i11 11 r . '7; i i

r r ra i  Soar i  ls  i rke , 'vor<inrr  wi th qlass.
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Handle i t  wi th a reasonable amount of

care and you should rarely have problems.

Any mat guide can be knocked out of
paral le l .  For th is reason, a gent le but f  i rm
pressure should be used when placing mat

board against  them.

lf you have a Keeton Heavy Duty Mat
Guide, you have the ul t imate precis ion
paral le l  mat guide avai lable.  Treat i t  as
such, and you' l l  never have to wonder i f
one end is the exact same distanGe as the
other f rom the cutt inq bar!

Addi t ional ly,  you' l l  never be forced to
eye-bal l  ( two) ends of  your mat guide to
(two )  d i f ferent scales,  in an ef f  or t  1o t ry
to ach ieve a paral le l  set t ing !

Don't . . .Hesitate to write or call us with
any questions or problems you may be

The frame size less the image size equals the TBW.

EVEN BORDERS

Frame size and mat blank size
Less lmage size .  .  .  .5"  x7"

Equals TBW .3" x 3"

Divide TBW bV 2.  .  .1%" x 1 ' /2"
11/2" x 1'/2" is the Mat Border width.

having! l f  we can' t  answer your quest ion,

we can put you in contact  wi th someone
who can !

From mat cut t ing to m i ter ing and
joining Keeton International innovates
and solves problems! We are always look-
ing for ways to make your job easier!

Don't . . . . .Continue cutting if you hear
or feel  roughness! From t ime to t ime (no

malter- .how thorough you are) junk may
get caught ln the s l id ing block between
blades and cutt ing bar.  l f  th is occurs,  you

wi l l  a lmost always hear and feel  i t .  l t 's  a
warning sign that your kut ter  is in des-
perate need of  c leaning and lubr icat ion !*

Just  as "running a kut ter dry" can ruin
i t ,  so too can running i t  rough !

* See: Essential Kutter Maintenance.

FORMULA FOR FIGURING MAT BORDER WIDTH

Example
. . . .8"x10"

Divide the TBW by 2.  The resul t  is  the mat border width.

_L[!E-V_EI!_B_QRLE]1s_

Example
Frame size and mat blank size .  .  .  .  .  .9"  x 12"
Less lmage size .  .  .  .51/2" x7"

EqualsTBW .. . . . .3%" x5"

Divide TBW bv 2.  .  .13/o '  x 2 ' /2"
13/o" x 2%" is the Mat Border width.
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